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AGENDA 
 
October 3, 2019 
 
6.00 pm – 9.00 pm  

Opening Words & Welcoming Reception / Reid Hall's Salle de Conférences 
 
October 4, 2019 
 
9.00 am – 6.00 pm  

Workshop / Reid Hall's Salle de Conférences 
 
9:00 am – 9:15 am     | Opening remarks 
9.15 am – 10.45 am   | Panel 1 - Urban policy traditions and quests for innovation 
10.45 am – 11.00 am | Coffee break 
11.00 am – 12.45 pm | Panel 2 - Contemporary governance strategies to foster inclusive growth 
12.45 pm – 1.00 pm   | Brief conclusion before lunch 
1.00 pm – 2.00 pm     | Lunch break 
2.00 pm – 3.45 pm    | Panel 3 - Insurgent policy transfers and reformulations from below  
3.45 pm – 5.00 pm     | Conclusions, closing remarks and discussion of next steps 
5.00 pm – 6.00 pm     | Closing cocktail near Reid Hall 



WORKSHOP THEMES  
 
Each presentation is organized around one of the following transatlantic urban policy transfer themes 
and its subtopics: 
 

1. Urban policy traditions and quests for innovation 
• Case studies about the historical implementation of "imported" policy programs 
• Historical comparative approaches to neighborhood planning outcomes 

 
 

2. Governance strategies aimed at promoting inclusivity 
• Strategies of regulation and speculation through cycles of metropolitan growth and crisis 
• Tools, networks of knowledge, and data-driven approaches that fuel such strategies 

 
 

3. Insurgent policy transfers and reformulations from below 
• Rise of alternative agents of policy adoption and implementation favoring more 

transparency and participation 
• Case studies approaching the different scenarios in which reformulations from below take 

place 
 
 

 
*The pages to follow provide background information for each theme and pose key questions 

and provocations to be addressed during presentations and discussions* 
 
 

 
 



Theme 1: Urban policy traditions and 
quests for innovation 
 
Nearly twenty years ago, Daniel Rodgers published his 
seminal work, Atlantic Crossings (2000), a history of ideas 
addressing how policy transfers shaped contemporary 
cities in both the US and Europe. As he traced the 
genealogy of policy transfers between the two regions, he 
wrote that "one finds oneself pulled into an intense, 
transnational traffic in reform ideas, policies, and 
legislative devices" (2000, 3). Rodgers gave scholars and 
practitioners alike a roadmap for future transatlantic work 
as "one begins to rediscover a largely forgotten world of 
transnational borrowings and imitation, adaptation and 
transformation" (2000, 7).  
Inspired by Rodgers’ words, this theme encourages the 
exploration of urban policies’ journeys across contexts. 
How do planners and policymakers understand the 
genealogies of ad hoc policy transfers seeking to address 
the challenges currently encountered in metropolitan 
governance, neighborhood planning, the reception of 
immigrants, and the disruption or accommodation of 
ecological systems?  
 

How might today’s exclusionary policy outcomes or pro-
growth imperatives be analyzed through a retrospective 
lens? 
 
Now more than ever, we need historical perspectives and 
theoretical framings that allow us to explain and interpret 
how policies developed and how they might be expected 
to unfold when implemented. It is through such efforts that 
what can be done – and what must be avoided – becomes 
clear. 
 
Presentations housed within this theme are encouraged 
to employ historical and comparative approaches to 
understanding how the conditions of the past influenced 
today’s policies. The application of new theoretical frames 
and historically sensitive analytical lenses to our 
understanding of policy transfers will foster richer 
understandings of urban policies, their implementation, 
and their outcomes.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



  

Theme 2: Contemporary governance 
strategies to foster inclusive growth 
 
 
In France as in the US, several urban policy programs 
are currently referred to as incremental, piecemeal, 
neoliberal... They trigger both unabashed celebration 
and heated contestation. They even constitute powerful 
platforms for the political ambitions of elected officials 
and community representatives alike. 
 
Policy transfers are the talk of the town in modern 
governance, and carry many promises for progressive 
mayors like Anne Hidalgo, Bill de Blasio, and Sadiq 
Khan, who are co-authoring op-eds and jointly crafting 
city programs. Cross Atlantic transfers were influential for 
the co-signers of the Paris Climate Act (2016), and the 
crafters of the 2016 agreement to apply lessons from 
New York's Inclusionary Zoning model to Greater Paris. 
 
  

 
 
 
 

It is in this context that several policy programs establish 
themselves as go-to alternatives, capitalizing on the 
public and private sectors to ensure the provision of such 
services, with all the issues such a scenario can entail. 
 
Comparisons of contemporary metropolitan strategies 
regarding growth extend and complicate Theme 1’s 
historical approach. They allow for the discussion of the 
timeliness of policy transfer research from a practical and 
methodological standpoint. 
 
Presentations housed within this theme are therefore 
encouraged to revisit how these practices are being 
implemented today and, most importantly, attempt to 
reformulate how they should be circulating across 
national contexts. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



  

Theme 3: Discretionary expertise 
and reformulations from below 
 
Paris is well on its way to achieving records and reaching 
milestones related to green policies, support of culture 
and the arts, the circular economy, and other important 
policy areas.  But at the same time, it faces a housing 
crisis, peaks in inequality and polarization, and 
challenges to its sustainable goals. New York is also a 
proverbial global city for such a paradox.   
 
While both cities have attempted to replicate best 
practices intended to address challenging trends such as 
ethno-racial segregation, the concentration of poverty, 
homelessness, affordable housing production, or climate 
change, efforts in these areas still often fail to produce 
the expected outcomes.  

This is partly because ad hoc policy transfers often rely 
on discretionary expertise, without considering end-users 
or the grassroots reformulations from below that happen 
in both contexts. Because the success of urban policy 
programs often hinges on how granular, local context 
impacts implementation, comparing and contrasting how 
policies are received and reformulated from below in New 
York, Paris, and elsewhere allows us to complicate more 
standard, top-down policy evaluations that discuss both 
their implementation and associated outcomes with little 
consideration for those on the ground. 
 
The presentations housed within this theme will question 
top-down programs by exploring their impacts and 
implementation from the ground-level, with a focus on 
local context. These ideas will also show how local 
influences in one context can eventually shape how 
policies are applied elsewhere.  
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
  

Contemporary Governance  
Tools to Foster Inclusive Growth 

P a n e l       11.00 am- 12.45 pm 

Insurgent Policy Transfers and  
Reformulations from Below 

P a n e l       2.00 pm- 3.45 pm 

Lance Freeman |Columbia University  
Jean-Louis Missika | Deputy Mayor of Paris 

Howard Slatkin | Deputy Executive Director for 
Strategic Planning for the New York City Department 
of City Planning 
Laura Kurgan | Columbia University  
 

Marion Waller | Deputy chief of staff of  
Jean-Louis Missika, Deputy Mayor of Paris 
Louis-Xavier Leca | Le Carillon – Non profit 
Marie Baléo | La Fabrique de la Cité -Think Tank 

Hiba Bou Akar | Columbia University  
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Urban Policy Traditions  
& Quests for Innovation  

P a n e l       9.15 am - 10.45 am 

Robert Beauregard |Columbia University  
Peter Kemp | University of Oxford 

Patricia Pelloux | Paris Urbanism Agency APUR  01 

02 

SPEAKERS & PRESENTATION 
ABSTRACTS 
 



  

01. Urban Policy Traditions & Quests for 
Innovation  
 
Robert Beauregard |Columbia University  
Robert Beauregard is emeritus professor at Columbia University 
where he taught urban planning in the Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning, and Preservation. Throughout his career, 
he has written on planning theory and urban theory, His two, most 
recent books reflect this dual focus: Planning Matter: Acting with 
Things (Chicago, 2015) and Cities in the Urban Age: A Dissent 
(Chicago, 2018). Forthcoming in 2020 is a book -- Advanced 
Introduction to Planning Theory -- in a series by the UK publisher 
Edward Elgar. He is currently working on a historical assessment 
of the relationship between cities and nationalism. 
 
Presentation:  Flexible Categories 
In an effort to make sense of the diversity of policy 
transfers, “Flexible Categories” makes two, general 
distinctions: one between how transfers occur and the 
other among the things that travel. The first distinction 
consists of two categories (diffusion and intentional 
transfer) and the second of three categories (ideas, 
objects, and practices). As illustration, I draw examples 
from three books by the U.S. intellectual historian Daniel 
Rodgers: Atlantic Crossings, The Age of Fracture, and 
As a City on a Hill. 
 

Peter Kemp | University of Oxford 
Peter Kemp is a professor of public policy in the Blavatnik School 
of Government at the University of Oxford. His main research 
interests are focused on contemporary, historical and comparative 
aspects of private rental housing. His books on the topic include 
Private Renting in Transition (2004); Transforming Private 
Landlords: housing, markets and public policy (2011); and Private 
Rental Housing: comparative perspectives (2014). Recent articles 
include ‘Constrasting varieties of private renting: England and 
Germany’ (International Journal of Housing Policy, 2010); ‘Low-
income tenants in the private rental housing market’ (Housing 
Studies, 2011); ‘Private renting after the global financial crisis’ 
(Housing Studies, 2015); and ‘In search of profit: housing 
association investment in private rental housing’ (Housing Studies, 
2019). 
 
Presentation: Historical and comparative 
perspectives on policy responses to rising rents 
and insecurity in urban housing markets.  
Since the turn of the century, ‘world cities’ such as Berlin, 
London, New York and Paris have witnessed a new 
rental housing affordability crisis. In the liberal market 
economies, such as the UK and US, this new crisis is 
accompanied by short-term and insecure rental leases. 
Moreover, among other factors, rising house prices has 
led to a decline in homeownership and rise in renting 
from private landlords in the liberal market economies. 



 
  

The result is that more households, and a broader 
spectrum of demographic groups, are now exposed to 
the high rents and insecure tenancies than was the case 
in the late twentieth century. In response, housing 
activists and community groups, as well as local and 
national governments, have looked to other countries for 
solutions to the new rental housing crisis. In the UK, they 
have cast envious glances at Germany, where tenants 
benefit from soft forms of rental regulation and indefinite 
leases with strong security of tenure. In contrast, the real 
estate lobby looks to the lessons of history in order to 
argue against greater regulation in the rental housing 
market. This presentation draws on historical and 
comparative perspectives to provide a better 
understanding of the potential benefits and drawbacks of 
seeking lessons from the past and other countries to craft 
effective rental housing policies. 
 
Patricia Pelloux | Paris Urbanism Agency APUR  
Patricia Pelloux is an engineer and urban planner who works for 
the APUR, the Paris Urbanism Agency. Apur’s mission is to 
document, analyse and develop forward looking strategies which 
address the urban and societal evolution of Paris and Greater 
Paris (Métropole du Grand Paris). It is a tool at the service of urban 
development public policy makers and development on Parisian 
and metropolitan scales. It is also a pathfinder in setting up the 
Métropole du Grand Paris while taking into consideration its 
characteristics and competence as defined in the text of the 
Maptam Law for the modernisation of territorial public action and 
the assertiveness of metropolises. 
 

Finally, it acts as a platform for exchanging information, sharing 
construction and distribution with all the key players in Paris and 
the Métropole du Grand Paris, technical syndicates, public 
establishments, municipalities and its citizens. Its missions are 
decided upon each year at a general assembly where a detailed 
work programme is adopted which includes all the studies, 
observatories and data processing that Apur is responsible for 
carrying out and making known to its administrators and the 
general public. Apur is also involved in missions beyond its social 
role when it responds to calls for tenders put out by Ile-de-France 
or foreign municipalities. 
 
Presentation: On the waterfront: a historical look at 
the circulation of river bank rehabilitation best 
practices between Paris and New York.  
This talk considers the programming of two sets of 
waterfront projects in New York and Paris. Both cities 
have experimented with large-scale waterfront 
construction projects, as well as important city 
programming initiatives that look a lot to their waterfronts. 
The two projects articulate very different views about who 
new urban developments should be designed for, but I 
will underline how despite these differences, the 
ecosystems that have given way to these projects share 
many similar features, and can teach us lessons about 
the mix of opportunities and challenges such planning 
projects entail. 



 
  

02. Contemporary Governance Tools to 
Foster Inclusive Growth 
 
Lance Freeman |Columbia University  
Lance Freeman is a Professor in the Urban Planning program at 
Columbia GSAPP. His research focuses on affordable housing, 
gentrification, ethnic and racial stratification in housing markets, 
and the relationship between the built environment and well being. 
Professor Freeman teaches courses on community development, 
housing policy and research methods. He has also taught in the 
School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy at the University of 
Delaware. Prior to this, Dr. Freeman worked as a researcher at 
Mathematica Policy Research, a leading social policy research 
firm in Washington D.C. Lance Freeman holds a Masters degree 
and a Ph.D. in City and Regional Planning from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 
Dr. Freeman has published several articles in refereed journals on 
issues related to neighborhood change, urban poverty, housing 
policy, urban sprawl and residential segregation. Dr. Freeman is 
also the author of the book There Goes the Hood: Views of 
Gentrification from the Ground Up (Temple University Press). He 
also obtained extensive experience working with community 
development groups while working as a Community Development 
coordinator for the North Carolina Institute of Minority Economic 
Development and as a Research Associate at the Center for Urban 
and Regional Studies in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. Dr. Freeman 
also has professional experience working as a City Planner for the 
New York City Housing Authority, and as a budget analyst for the 
New York City Department of Environmental Protection. 

Presentation: A Haven and a Hell: The Ghetto in 
Black America.  
In A Haven and a Hell, Lance Freeman examines how 
the ghetto shaped black America and black America 
shaped the ghetto. Freeman traces the evolving role of 
predominantly black neighborhoods in northern cities 
from the late nineteenth century through the present day. 
At times, the ghetto promised the freedom to build black 
social institutions and political power. At others, it 
suppressed and further stigmatized African Americans. 
Freeman reveals the forces that caused the ghetto’s role 
as haven or hell to wax and wane, spanning the Great 
Migration, mid-century opportunities, the eruptions of the 
sixties, the challenges of the seventies and eighties, and 
present-day issues of mass incarceration, the subprime 
crisis, and gentrification. Offering timely planning and 
policy recommendations based in this history, A Haven 
and a Hell provides a powerful new understanding of 
urban black communities at a time when the future of 
many inner-city neighborhoods appears uncertain. 



 
  

Jean-Louis Missika | Deputy Mayor of Paris 
Deputy Mayor of Paris, in charge of urban planning, architecture, 
Greater Paris projects, economic development and attractiveness. 
 
Since 2014, Jean-Louis Missika has been a Paris councilor and 
Deputy Mayor of Paris, in charge of urban planning, architecture, 
Greater Paris projects, economic development and attractiveness. 
From 2008 to 2014, he served as Deputy Mayor of Paris in charge 
of innovation, research and higher education.  
 
Jean-Louis Missika is a media sociologist. He holds a PhD in 
management, a degree in philosophy and is a graduate of 
Sciences Po Paris. He was head of the Information and 
Dissemination Service of the Prime Minister Michel Rocard and 
director of BVA, before setting up a consulting firm. He has written 
several books, notably on media and politics: La Folle du Logis: 
Television in Democratic Societies, with Dominique Wolton (1983), 
Parler pour gagner, sémiotique des discours de la campagne 
présidentielle de 2007 with Denis Bertrand and Alexandre Dézé 
(2007), and Des robots dans la ville with Pierre Musseau (2018). 
 
Presentation: Reinventing Paris 
Jean-Louis Missika will discuss different urban strategies 
implemented in Paris and the influence of concepts such 
as urban commons, smart cities, metropolization. He will 
notably speak about the call for urban projects 
“Reinventing Paris” that has been duplicated in other 
cities in France and in the world. 

 

Howard Slatkin | Deputy Executive Director for Strategic 
Planning for the New York City Department of City 
Planning  
As Deputy Executive Director for Strategic Planning for the New 
York City Department of City Planning, Howard Slatkin oversees 
the Department’s divisions responsible for citywide and long-term 
planning and policy analysis. This team supplies data and analysis 
to inform planning activities and decision making, leads citywide 
zoning and land use initiatives, and coordinates with borough 
planning offices and other agencies on specific initiatives.  
 
Howard has led the Department’s citywide initiatives under 
Housing New York, the Mayor’s housing plan, and New York 
Works, the Mayor’s plan for economic development and 
opportunity. These projects include the adoption of Zoning for 
Quality and Affordability, a set of citywide changes to spur the 
creation of affordable housing and higher-quality buildings, and the 
adoption of a Mandatory Inclusionary Housing program. Howard 
has previously led Department efforts to promote sustainability and 
climate resilience, including Zone Green, a set of zoning 
amendments to promote green buildings, which won the American 
Planning Association’s 2012 national award for Excellence in 
Environmental Planning. He was the recipient of the 2015 Public 
Service Award from the New York City Citizens Housing and 
Planning Council. Howard is an Adjunct Associate Professor in 
Urban Planning at the GSAPP, and holds a Master’s degree in 
Urban Planning from Columbia University and a bachelor’s degree 
in History from Brown University. 



 
 
  

Presentation: Inclusive Growth in the Ever-Bigger 
Apple 
New York City has long straddled the Atlantic 
(metaphorically) as an international center of 
immigration, commerce, and culture. It is a dynamic, 
diverse, and vertical city, built around mass transit, 
American property rights, and a strongly defined system 
of zoning and land use regulation. It is also a city fueled 
by a population and workforce that hails from around the 
globe.   
New York City is uniquely successful among older, large 
American cities in achieving a transformation from 
industrial port to a modern information- and service-
driven economy. It is one of today’s “winner” cities in 
attracting workforce and business investment in growing 
industries, alongside places like San Francisco and 
Seattle. Whereas a half-century ago the city’s viability 
was in question, in recent years the dominant challenges 
have been accommodating growth and ensuring that the 
benefits of economic success are broadly shared.  
To address these issues, the city has directed billions of 
dollars of its revenues toward affordable housing, 
facilities, and services for people at lower incomes, 
increasingly seeking to implement social democratic-
style social programs at a municipal (or quasi-regional) 
level.  

In addition, land use policies have sought to advance 
mixed-income housing in neighborhoods throughout the 
city, and have sought to sustain capacity to support 
population growth.  
Discussion will outline these recent efforts on land use 
and related subjects, and ways in which their outcomes 
are being shaped by the evolving economic and political 
context, including popular reactions to affordability 
challenges and displacement pressures, subtle shifts in 
the governance of land use, and the roles of the State 
and Federal government. 



  

Laura Kurgan | Columbia University 
Laura Kurgan is an Associate Professor of Architecture at the 
Graduate School of Architecture Planning and Preservation at 
Columbia University, where she directs the Center for Spatial 
Research and the Visual Studies curriculum. She is the author of 
Close Up at a Distance: Mapping, Technology, and Politics (Zone 
Books, 2013).  
Her work explores the ethics and politics of digital mapping and its 
technologies; the art, science and visualization of big and small 
data; and design environments for public engagement with maps 
and data. From 2004 - 2015, she founded and directed the Spatial 
Information Design Lab at GSAPP. The "Million Dollar Blocks" 
project is in the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern Art 
in New York City, and her work has also been shown at Palais De 
Tokyo and the Foundation Cartier in Paris, MACBa in Barcelona 
and the ZKM in Karlsruhe. In 2009, Kurgan was awarded a United 
States Artists Rockefeller Fellowship. 
 
Presentation: Homophily: The Urban History of an 
Algorithm. 
The word “homophily” was coined in a 1954 essay by 
Paul F. Lazarsfeld and Robert K. Merton in an influential 
study of friendship in a mixed-race housing project in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The researchers were 
suspicious of the “familiar and egregiously misleading 
question: do birds of a feather flock together?”[i] They 
concluded that friendships form and persist not simply on 
the basis of shared identities but also thanks to shared 
values and beliefs. They focused on “racial attitudes.” 
 

The values that Merton and Lazarsfeld studied were not 
randomly chosen. It is not surprising that the issue of 
integration would be divisive and a deciding factor for 
friendships in a mixed-race housing project in 1947, yet 
it is an irony of history that this highly contextually and 
historically specific empirical observation has 
subsequently been taken as a law of human behavior. 
And indeed, the afterlife of the concept has been 
remarkable, having effectively been used to reconstruct 
social worlds in its image. Today, the assumption of 
homophily underlies social and economic interactions 
online, as platforms reinforce the axiom that “similarity 
breeds connection.” What began as a description of 
social life has become a rule for algorithms shaping 
social interactions online.  
 
I will present this project as shown at the Chicago 
Architecture Biennial just opened September 19th, 2019.  
All work done at the Center for Spatial Research is 
collaborative.  Project authors: Laura Kurgan (PI), Dare 
Brawley, Brian House, Jia Zhang, Wendy Chun. 
 
[i] Paul F. Lazarsfeld and Robert K. Merton, “Friendship as a Social 
Process: A Substantive and Methodological Analysis,” in Freedom and 
Control in Modern Society, ed. Morroe Berger, 18–66 (New York: Van 
Nostrand, 1954), 22. 



 
  

03. Insurgent Policy Transfers and 
Reformulations from Below 
 
Marion Waller | Deputy chief of staff of Jean-Louis 
Missika, Deputy Mayor of Paris 
Deputy chief of staff of Jean-Louis Missika, Deputy Mayor of Paris; 
philosopher in environmental studies. Marion Waller is Deputy 
chief of staff of Jean-Louis Missika, Deputy Mayor of Paris in 
charge of urban planning, architecture, economic development 
and the greater Paris projects. She has been in charge of 
“Reinventing Paris”, a call for innovative urban projects in Paris. 
She is also researching in environmental philosophy and has 
published in 2016 “Natural artefacts” (Artefacts naturels, Editions 
de l’Eclat) about ecological restoration and the possibilities of re-
habiting the environment. She teaches urban studies and 
environmental philosophy in Sciences Po Paris and Université 
Paris-Est Créteil. In 2018 she has presented the ecological 
revolution of construction in Paris in a TEDx conference: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iTncQydRulo . 
 
Presentation: The influence of ecological restoration 
on urban policies. Marion Waller will discuss different 
urban strategies implemented in Paris and the influence 
of concepts such as urban commons, smart cities, 
metropolization.  She will notably speak about the the 
influence of ecological restoration on urban policies. 
 

Louis-Xavier Leca | Le Carillon – Non profit 
Louis-Xavier Leca, founder of "Le Carillon" and Coordinator of the 
association, feeds the idea that the existing social action could be 
completed by a more decentralized positive movement. With an 
experience in the microfinance sector (in Senegal), the responsible 
finance (in Australia) and the international economy (in Chile) he 
decided to join the sector of the Social Economy in France to 
launch concrete and federative projects which will participate in a 
better society. He participated last year in "Lulu dans ma rue"'s 
implementation in Paris, a project carried by Charles-Edouard 
Vincent, founder of Emmaüs Défi. He works full-time for Le Carillon 
since September 2015 and is now a Fellow Ashoka. 
 
Presentation: Le Carillon: The “Hobo Code” and 
other transatlantic transfers to answer the needs of 
the Paris homeless population.   
To explore the theme of Atlantic Crossings, I will discuss 
the initiative "Le Carillon " which I founded 4 years ago to 
try to answer the needs of the homeless population in 
Paris. This model has been inspired by the « Hobo Code 
», used by the US itinerant laborers who criss-crossed 
the country by hitching illegal rides on freight trains and 
used a secret language in order to survive and get free 
services and products in the farms. In France the same 
movement existed and inspired us. "Le Carillon", using 
the logistics and infrastructure of every shopkeeper, 
offers the homeless population basic services and 
assistance to better their everyday life.  



 
  
"Le Carillon" started four years ago in my district and it is 
now a network of a 1 000 shops in eight big French cities. 
It is also a project that has now been replicated 
internationally in six cities (Seattle, Prague, Ghent, 
Madrid, London, and Vienna), in preparation in New-York 
and Montréal, and that is recognized by transnational 
networks such as Ashoka.  
 

Marie Baléo | La Fabrique de la Cité -Think Tank 

La Fabrique de la Cité is a think tank dedicated to urban 
innovations and prospective. In an interdisciplinary approach, 
urban stakeholders, both French and international, gather to reflect 
on good practices of urban development and to suggest new ways 
to build and rebuild cities. Mobility, urban planning and 
construction, energy, the digital revolution, and new usages are 
the five axes that structure our work. Created by the VINCI group, 
its sponsor, in 2010, La Fabrique de la Cité is an endowment fund, 
and is thus vested with a public interest mission. 
 
Marie Baléo is Head of Publications at La Fabrique de la Cité, 
where she is currently conducting a research project on 
infrastructure and democracy. She previously worked in strategy 
consulting and is a graduate of Sciences Po Paris and Washington 
University in St. Louis. 

Presentation: The role of participatory processes in 
the successful execution of major projects. 
Cities attempting to replicate best practices identified 
elsewhere often face failure when they neglect to take 
into account the idiosyncrasies of their own history, 
economy, and demographics. Additionally, the adoption 
of urban policies following a “top-down approach” 
traditionally impervious to attempts at reformulation from 
below has shown its limits. These observations plead in 
favor of urban policy granting more importance to input 
from civil society, and for increased opportunities for civic 
participation in the urban decision-making process. 
 
La Fabrique de la Cité’s ongoing exploration of this 
complex question seems to point at a direct correlation 
between the degree and quality of participatory 
processes offered to the public in the context of large 
infrastructure and urban projects and the success and 
timely, fluid delivery of said projects. With this 
presentation, we hope to contribute a useful parallel 
between the successful implementation of projects that 
incorporate a “bottom-down”, participatory approach 
whereby end users can express their needs and 
concerns, and the potential for easier implementation of 
urban policy, were cities to accept and take into account 
reformulations from below. 



 

Hiba Bou Akar | Columbia University 
Hiba Bou Akar is an Assistant Professor in the Urban Planning 
program at Columbia GSAPP, and is leading GSAPP’s newly-
established Post-Conflict Cities Lab. Her research focuses on 
planning in conflict and post-conflict cities, the question of urban 
security and violence, and the role of religious political 
organizations in the making of cities. She is the author of For the 
War Yet to Come: Planning Beirut’s Frontiers (Stanford University 
Press, 2018) and co-editor of Narrating Beirut from its Borderlines 
(Heinrich Böll, 2011). She received her Ph.D. in City and Regional 
Planning from the University of California at Berkeley, her master’s 
in Urban Studies and Planning from MIT, and holds a Bachelor of 
Architecture from the American University of Beirut. She is the co-
editor of Jadaliyya Cities, an online electronic journal addressing 
urban issues in the Middle East region. 
 
Presentation: On Planning and Violence  
In this talk, I explore the tenuous relationship between 
planning and violence. Over the years, I have been 
examining the practice of planning in the post-conflict city 
of Beirut, Lebanon. Based on that engagement, I have 
been grabbling with the relationship between planning 
and violence in shaping urban spaces. While planning 
provides people with hope in its ability to mitigate 
violence towards a “better” future, in reality, planning 
tools have also been used as tools of conflict, 
segregation, and dispossession.  
 

Using examples from Paris, Sanford, Beirut and 
elsewhere, I argue that the relationship between planning 
and violence has been more of a duality. As a result, any 
role for urban planning in mitigating violence has to first 
contend with the histories of violence that many top-down 
planning interventions have caused. 
 



  

ANTICIPATED PROJECTS  
POST-WORKSHOP 
 
 
We look forward to continuing the discussion of 
transatlantic policy transfers, and plan on inserting it in 
an already rich, long-lasting institutional collaboration. 
We look at the Columbia Global Center in Paris as a 
wonderful hosting hub for future events, which will fuel 
our initiative as it draws on its innovative and hybrid 
programming models to attract scholarly communities 
and the general public.  
 
At the end of the workshop, lines of long-term 
collaborative work based on themes addressed will be 
discussed. Future collaborations might take any of the 
following forms. If interest exists, we will seek to publish 
selected papers from the colloquium in the form of a 
special journal issue. Options for future work can also 
include the development of a co-taught practice 
curriculum, or a public programming cycle for 
researchers, practitioners and activists involved on the 
ground in either New York and Paris.  

 

 

 

 

Several Paris-based research centers and practitioners 
have started to carry such efforts. To name a few, we 
here refer to the cycle Production urbaine et marchés 
organized by the Labex "Futurs Urbains" (Production 
urbaine et marchés), the "Journée du Grand Paris" 
organized by the École d'Urbanisme de Paris, the chaire 
"Aménager le Grand Paris", and the Mairie de Paris, and 
other events by the APERAU France-Europe network.  
 
Beyond town-gown partnerships, several transatlantic 
initiatives with a similar focus were also started by 
foundations, nonprofits and media platforms on both 
sides of the Atlantic. We deliberately hope to inscribe 
ourselves in such ongoing fruitful collaborations. 
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  Malo Hutson | Columbia University 
Malo Hutson is an Associate Professor in Urban Planning at 
Columbia GSAPP and Director of the school’s Urban Community 
and Health Equity Lab. Hutson is a widely-recognized scholar, 
teacher, and practitioner whose research at the intersection of 
urban planning and health inequities is of profound relevance in 
the planning of today’s cities across the United States, and around 
the world. Professor Hutson’s specific focus is on community 
development and urban equity, racial and ethnic inequalities and 
urban policy, as well as the built environment and health. 
 
Dr. Hutson has worked nationally and internationally on 
community-centered projects that improve the economic, 
environmental, political, and social well-being of urban residents. 
His research and writing have been recognized by numerous 
awards and grants, and his most recent book, The Urban Struggle 
for Economic, Environmental, and Social Justice: Deepening Their 
Roots (Routledge, 2016), explores the efforts by coalitions of 
residents, community leaders, unions, and others to resist 
displacement as a result of neighborhood change and 
gentrification. 
 
Alongside his academic work, Dr. Hutson is co-founder of The 
NIAM Group, which develops policy recommendations for local 
government and leads community engagement for local 
development projects. As an expert leader in the areas of 
community development, environmental justice and urban health, 
he was invited to participate in the Obama Administration’s White 
House Forum on Environmental Justice, has advised the PEW 
Charitable Trusts and Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health  
 

Impact Project, and conducted the community engagement 
process for the Oakland Unified School District, among many other 
projects. 
Dr. Hutson received his Ph.D. in Urban and Regional Planning 
from the School of Architecture and Planning at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and earned both his Bachelor of Arts in 
Sociology and Master of City Planning degrees from the University 
of California at Berkeley. Prior to joining Columbia GSAPP, Malo 
Hutson was an Associate Professor and the Chancellor’s 
Professor of City and Regional Planning at the University of 
California, Berkeley, where he also served as the Associate 
Director of the Institute of Urban and Regional Planning (IURD) 
and Chair of the Urban Studies Program. In addition, Dr. Hutson is 
an alumni of the Robert Wood Johnson Health and Society 
Scholars Program where he was a fellow at the University of 
Michigan’s Center for Social Epidemiology and Population Health 
within the School of Public Health. 
 
Magda Maaoui | Columbia University 
Magda Maaoui is a PhD Candidate in Urban Planning at Columbia 
GSAPP. Her research interests focus on housing policy, real 
estate development, community planning and spatial justice. Her 
current focus is on a political economy evaluation and comparison 
of Inclusionary Zoning programs in American and French 
metropolitan areas, in how they perpetuate - even exacerbate - 
existing logics of inequality and poverty.   
 
With a global academic and professional experience acquired in 
Europe (France, Denmark), Africa (Algeria, Senegal) and the 
Americas (United States, Costa Rica), projects she worked on 
range from sustainable policy to education, community planning 
and neighborhood revitalization.  
 



 
  Magda is a Teaching Fellow for the annual sustainable town-gown 

initiative led by the Harvard Summer School program, with the 
Mairie de Paris. She is registered in France as a civil servant 
(2010) with research and teaching credentials. She is also a 
Fulbright Fellow (2016). She received a Bachelor in Geography 
and Planning from the Université Lyon II Lumière, and a Masters 
in Geography and Planning from the École Normale Supérieure de 
Lyon. She held a Visiting position at UC Berkeley during her 
Masters training. 
 
Tyler Haupert | Columbia University 
Tyler Haupert is a PhD Candidate in Urban Planning at Columbia 
University’s Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation (GSAPP). His research focuses on the social, 
technological, economic, and regulatory mechanisms contributing 
to racial disparities, segregation, and exclusion in urban areas. He 
has particular interests in mortgage lending, housing affordability, 
homelessness, neighborhood change, and educational equity, and 
strives to design studies that inform policy and produce actionable 
results for legislators, regulators, planners, and advocacy 
organizations. He is currently working on his dissertation, titled 
"The Impact of Automated Borrower Risk Assessment Technology 
on Racial Disparities in Mortgage Lending." 
 
Tyler is currently a Fellow at the Columbia Population Research 
Center and has professional experience in the public education, 
affordable housing development, and research sectors, most 
recently at Skid Row Housing Trust and Columbia World Projects. 
He holds a Master in Urban Planning degree from Harvard 
University’s Graduate School of Design and a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Political Science from Pepperdine University. 

Pauline Claramunt | Columbia University 
Pauline Claramunt holds a Master in Urban Planning degree from 
Columbia University and a Professional and Bachelor degree in 
Architecture from the University of Chile. During her architecture 
studies she completed an annual exchange program at the Ecole 
Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture de Paris-Belleville. 
  
Pauline has worked with local governments, communities, and 
non-profit organizations for several years providing technical 
assistance to municipalities to develop community based 
infrastructure in at risk neighborhoods, and promoting climate 
security and local adaptation strategies. Pauline has professional 
experience in architectural and participatory design, public 
engagement, and community development. She is currently 
working at AECOM in New York developing urban analysis, GIS 
mapping studies, and community outreach strategies to implement 
citywide infrastructure projects. Previously she has worked in Chile 
as an urban analyst advising public and private institutions about 
the impact of public investment in the real estate market.  
  
Pauline has participated as a graduate researcher in projects for 
disaster management and recovery in Chile at the Urban 
Community and Health Equity Lab at Columbia University, and 
coastal adaptation strategies in Central and South America at the 
Inter-American Development Bank. She is interested in resilient 
planning, where she has focused her research in resource 
extraction in Angola and Mozambique, and social vulnerability 
studies related to climate hazards in New York. 



  

 

Dr. Malo Hutson | mah2328@columbia.edu 

Magda Maaoui | mm4964@columbia.edu 

Tyler Haupert | th2675@columbia.edu 

Pauline Claramunt |pc2791@columbia.edu 
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